CUNTERVILLE, IOV

MRS, WAKEFIELD OF MYSTie
| VIET OF OVTUNMA R

| VISITING AT OTITMWA WHEN
FRIGETI'UL ACCIDEXNT
OCCURRED.
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. (Ottumwa, Courer.)

y| The prostrate body of Mrs, Mio-
11 etva Wakeflald lying across a chalr
.| erveloped in flames was the ghastly
! sight that met the eyes of Henry
Wagers, Roy Hill and BenjJamin
| Stall when thoy broke iuto the burn
g Wakefleld residence at 109 Soutn
! Clay street about 8:20 Friday morn-
!ing.  The charreq remalns of the
' weman  wrapped In burning bsd
ciothes were found near the window,
| lvute testimony of her last effort to
lget to tho open air and summon
! nelp. Life had ebbed away before
!"lhe rescuers arrived.

No one will ever know the tru€
cause of Mrs, Wakefield’'s death, as
she was the only onc in the house
at the time of the fire. An open
| door 1n the sitting-room stove bearsg
out the belief of those who were
Hrst on the scene, that an explosion
of coal gases had blown the door
open and puffod the flames out, ig-
niting the woman’s clothing, Thut
she hag made a frantic attempt :.
self-preservation was shown by the
fact that she had entered the bed-
room near by and had taken the
bed clothing .off of the bLed und
wrapped them around her burping
body in an effort to smother the
flamnes. She had probably attempted
to open the window, Dbeside which
the body was found, in a last frau-
tle effort to eall assistance or to es-
cape from the burning home,

The fire in the Wakefleld hom«
was discovered by Wuule Ulin, a luu
of fourteen years who was passing
the house on his way to schoul
Noticing smoke isswng from the
house and seeing the flames eating
the lace curiains, he rushed into tic
Wells grocery nearby and turned o
the alarm. Roy Piillips, 'H'emy
Wagers and Bepjanhn $Stall, who
were in the store at the time, hur-
ried to the place, but their enwunce
to the house was-.deluyed by the
fact that all of the doors were
locked. Wagers, who carried o
, skeleton key, opened the front door

ard entered the sitting room to
‘find th place filled with flames awd
Ismoke and tho charred remalns of
. Mrs. Wakeficld beyond human gid.

An alarm  had been turneg fnta’

the fire department, but when tho
department arrived the flames had
been extinguished by the neighbors.
Assistent Chiefl Charles Sloane im-,
mediately notified Coroner A, W.i
Slaught wand the remains were
turned over to the undertaker, C |
T, Sullivan, '

Mrs, Wakefield was atone at thel
time, her daughter,) Miss Sadie:
Wakefleld, having gone to the
Hawscog factory, whers she wat

employed. She was notified of
her mother’'s death and hurried to
tho home. A son, Benjamin Wake-
field, is cmployed on the DMilwan-
kee road as fireman, and he war
;nctmed of his mother's death and
1clurned (o the city., Three other
children survive the mother—Wil-
liam Wakefield, who hos been mak-
ing his home- in Colorado, but who
in his last letter expressed his in
tentfon of returning to Mystic;:
Iattle Walefleld, who resides in
Mystic, and Mrs. Lydia {McGraif,!
who lives at Layland, N, M. The
decensed was 57 years of agoe, :

The remains  will be taken to

Mystic for interment,
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